       202 Kokutai Imperial Japanese Navy
                 Trimming of aircraft

The 202 Kokutai strive to be historically accurate in flight, and fly within the intended capabilities of the stock CFS2 aircraft and therefore poised the question among them:

How realistic is the use of TRIM in combat?

I am fortunate to have several real pilots as friends with many years of flying experience under their belts that waded into this discussion, and not only concurred with their views but also added some insight that was worth sharing with

our group friends and their friends in general who love to fly.
NOTE:  We at the 202 Kokutai do not consider trimming for anything other than straight and level  fight to be possible in real combat planes of this era and therefore do not support the use of it by our pilots to gain unfair advantage during combat engagements against those that chose not to use it.  We understand there some squadrons and individuals that are not interested in accurate fighter plane performance and therefore encourage their pilots to use TRIM during engagements. We, the 202 Kokutai, consider this to be a CHEAT unless it is clearly advertised to the other game participants which gives them the option to remain in the game under those conditions. 

As I mentioned  I do know two living people that that flew the Hellcat and the Wildcat. One of which still flies a Wildcat for the Confederate Air Force almost 

daily during the summer show circuit. The other is a father-in-law of a friend, a retired Navy Admiral with 234 combat missions behind him. He had flight time in everything the Navy offered from the F6F until the phase out of the F4 Phantom.  He was also a Blue Angel pilot!!
I spoke with both of them and their personal experience is that one NEVER uses trim in combat, IN FACT, “You don't have time even if you wanted to”. Both have flown those planes at the edge of blackout in combat and their question to me was, "Why would you want to try and pull more G's?" (I guess because we don't feel them?)  The retired Navy Admiral  routinely used flaps to a small degree (and I mean small) he's also seen them ripped right off an F8  before when I pilot accidentally put them down at about 300 knots. 

It seems the favorite technique is one that we use as well. Both pilots mentioned riding the turn until they started to gray, then letting off the stick a bit, just hanging on the verge of blackout.
“There's far too much going on during a dogfight to mess with a trim wheel and then to have to spend precious time retrimming your plane after the turn is out of the question”. 

Neither pilot mentioned actually knowing what would happen if they did use the trim because they never considered it. They both also said, “Either plane could pull more than enough G's sustained than a pilot could handle”. And until later when G-suits entered the picture such maneuvers were not only not considered, but in their opinion and experience, “impossible”. 

The retired Navy Admiral did mention using trim later in the AD-1 Skyraider when coming off the ground in support missions, but only to reduce the amount of pressure needed on the stick when pulled back. The Skyraider was a “ Big and heavy plane”. 

Strictly speaking both these pilots only used the elevator trim for point to point navigation.  It's a tool of the aircraft you use to set it up for flight.  

Just thought some may want to hear what someone who has actually flown these aircraft had to say about it. 

202_Fukuda_IJN
